This week at Parsons Down…
 We’ve been thinking about our Emerald Gem and encouraging children
to attempt new challenges this week It’s been a really busy week with lots
to share and celebrate.
 Attendance in EYFS and Key Stage 1 was 95.55% this week and for Key
Stage 2 it was 95.05 %.
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 On Friday, it was NSPCC Number Day. We had fun with maths and raised
money for a good cause. The children enjoyed exploring number, shapes
and solving problems. This year we have set up a Just Giving page to raise
money for the NSPCC. Simply click on the link below
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/parsonsdownpartnership

Dates for your Diary
*More information coming
Fri 4th Feb
Mon 7th to Sun13th Feb
Tues 8th Feb
Thurs 10th Feb
Thurs 17th Feb
Mon 21st to Fri 25th Feb
Thurs 3rd March
Tues 8th March
Tues 15th March
Weds 16th March
Thurs 17th March
Fri 18th March
Mon 21st to Sun 27th
March
Tues 22nd March
Fri 8th April to Fri 22nd
April
.

NSPCC Number Day
Children’s Mental Health
week*
Safer Internet Day*
Y5/6 Catchball
Tournament *
Y5/6 Archery
Tournament *
Feb half term
World Book Day*
Simon Murray, author,
visit for Years 2,3 and 4*
Yr1 Road Safety Visit*
Yr3 Road Safety Visit*
Yr6 Road Safety Visit*
Comic Relief*
Neurodiversity
Celebration week*
Y3-6 Cross Country
Event*
Easter holidays

 As part of our conversations around attempting new challenges and the
skills that are involved I shared a challenge set by The Guinness Book of
Records. In school we have been talking about being creative, planning,
asking questions and the importance of being brave and going for it. There’s
a series of fun challenge that the children can do at home. Just click on the
link. https://kids.guinnessworldrecords.com/records/set-a-record
 On Wednesday we said au revoir to Miss Parsons and Miss Saas. They
have been working in Hedgehog and Wolf classes and will be embarking on
their second teacher training placement. We wish them every success and
we look forward to welcoming them back after Easter. Mr Uphill will be
joining us in Wolf Class from Monday and I’d like to welcome him to the
team.
 Next week, as part of Free Write Friday, the children in Years 1 to 6, will be
writing short stories about Newbury. If they want to enter the competition,
they will bring the story home for you to send off. Good luck to all the
budding authors! https://www.laurafarris.org.uk/news/shortstory

Finally, be kind, be safe, be respectful, Mrs Bull

Sporting News at Parsons Down…
 On Monday a team of Year 3 and 4 footballers competed in a tournament at
Park House School and made it through to the finals. We had a few last minute
substitutions due to illness and we are so proud of the way they rose to the
challenge and worked together so well.
 On Tuesday evening we were back at Park House for the Alternative
Olympics. Again, a few last minute team changes but the children embraced
the new sports on offer, including seated volleyball, curling and archery. The
atmosphere was one of kindness and respect and the team were victorious
and won the competition!
 We’re now busy preparing for the opening of our all weather pitch (MUGA)
and the upcoming sports competitions including a Cross Country event on
22nd March. We’ve 24 places for children in Year 3 to 6 and so far some of the
children have been a bit reluctant. Cross country isn’t easy but it is so
rewarding and children that have attended in the past have got so much from
it. If your child is interested they can have a go at Mrs B’s running club on a
Tuesday lunchtime.
 House Captains met with Mrs B and Miss Nunn at lunchtime on Friday to
discuss possible house sporting events. Suggestions included a house relay,
house football tournament and a cross country event. We‘re looking forward
To seeing what they’ve got planned.
 The builders will be finally leaving site on Monday which means that
after a final inspection from ROSPA to check the MUGA and adventure
playground we will finally be able to use these fabulous new spaces. I know
the children can’t wait. This is just the beginning of our work to transform the
outdoor space and encourage the children to get active. We have been busy
working with the School and Eco councils to increase outdoor learning
opportunities and improve playtime and lunchtime provision. We’re looking
forward to working with the PDSA to share our ideas with you all.

This week we have been exploring attempting new challenges. This is represented by our Emerald gem. Below are
some photos of year 4 enjoying creating a collaborative art piece based on the graffiti artists Keith Haring and year 5
pupils investigating the best materials for insulation to stop their ice cream melting.

